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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  for  the 
Borough  of  Rowley  Regis 
Mr.  Mayor.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

!  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1955,  in  which  is  incorporated  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  instruc¬ 
tions  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  17/55  dated 
23rd  November,  1955. 

From  a  study  of  the  Vital  Statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a 
slight  fall  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  a  slight  rise  in  the  Death  Rate.  The 
Birth  Rate  was  12.23  per  1,000  population  (12.54  in  1954)  and  the 
Death  Rate  was  9.85  per  1,000  population  (8.57  in  1954). 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  was  first  included  in  Registrar- 
General's  short  list  of  causes  of  death  in  1950  and  in  that  year  there 
were  10  deaths  from  this  cause.  During  the  year  under  review  there 
were  23  deaths  from  this  cause.  Whilst  it  is  probable  that  excessive 
tobacco  consumption  partly  accounts  for  the  increased  incidence  of 
this  disease  in  men  it  is  a  fact  that  it  is  twice  to  four  times  as  common 
in  industrial  areas  as  it  is  in  rural  areas  and  f  have  no  doubt  that  atmos¬ 
pheric  pollution  is  the  reason  for  this. 

Seventeen  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under  the  age  of  1 
year.  13  of  which  occurred  under  the  age  of  4  weeks,  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  was  28.28  per  1,000  live  births  (21.10  in  1954). 

In  my  first  year  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  this  Borough 
(1934)  65  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  45  people  died 
from  this  complaint.  In  1955  there  were  28  new  cases  and  3  deaths. 
This  decline  in  the  incidence  and  mortality  of  Tuberculosis  is  general 
throughout  the  country  and  gives  rise  to  the  hope  that  one  day  in  the 
not  too  distant  future  it  will  be  more  or  less  completely  eradicated, 
much  the  same  as  diphtheria  has  been  wiped  out. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  has  considerably  increased 
during  the  year  owing  to  the  introduction  of  new  Food  Hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations  and  the  Survey  required  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act  1954.  Fortunately  the  staff  had  been  brought  up  to  full  strength 
by  the  appointment  of  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  all  the  staff  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  way  they 
have  carried  out  their  duties  during  the  year  and  to  the  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  continued  help,  consideration  and  co-operation. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  ASKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1955 

Chairman :  Councillor  N.  E.  Thorne. 

Vice-Chairman :  Councillor  Mrs.  Pritchard. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Councillor  A.  J.  Barker,  J.P.;  Deputy  Mayor, 
Alderman  T.  Woodward;  Aldermen  T.  Deeley,  J.P.;  A.  H.  Hancock. 
J.P.;  Councillors  J.  Adams;  E.  Matthews;  J.  T.  Millington;  C.  H. 
Moore;  E.  Wakeman;  V.  W.  Wakeman;  S.  Walker;  A.  Westwood 
and  B.  Willetts. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

on  the 

ROWLEY  REGIS  AREA  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Aldermen  T.  Deeley,  J.P.,  G.  A.  Smith,  Councillors  F.  Forrest,  E. 

Matthews  and  S.  Walker. 

'('Councillors  A.  J.  Barker,  C.C.  and  Pritchard  (Mrs.  P.) 
f Note :  These  members  were  appointed  by  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council. 

STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — - 

FRANK  ASKER.  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector:  — 

FREDERICK  T.  HARRISON,  DP. A.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary 

Inspector's  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector's  Certificate, 
Smoke  Inspector's  Certificate,  Certificate  of  Institute  of 
Sanitary  Engineers,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Sanitary  Science 
Certificate. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector;  — 

LEONARD  COOMBE.S,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.I.P.H.H.,  Sanitary 

Inspector's  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector's  Certificate, 
and  Smoke  Inspector's  Certificate. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors:  — 

LASHFORD  R.  TURBIN,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector's  Certifi¬ 
cate,  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector's  Certificate. 

BASIL  HORACE  JOHN  RICHARDS,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary 
Inspector's  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector's  Certificate, 
and  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate.  (Commenced  10th  January, 
1955). 

ROBERT  TREVOR  BAYNHAM,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector's  Certificate. 
(Commenced  16th  May,  1955). 

Student  Sanitary  Inspector:  — 

Michael  S.  Harrison.  Joined  H.M.  Forces,  13th  May,  1954. 
Clerks : 

Miss  D.  Morgan,  Chief  Clerk. 

Miss  T.  Shaw. 

Miss  B.  Rawlings. 

Miss  M.  Hawker. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate  mid-year  1955)  49.120 

Population  (Census  1951)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  49.409 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (as  31st  December,  1955, 

according  to  the  Rate  Books)  ..  ..  ..  14.319 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  December.  1955)  ..  ..  ..  £206,369 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (at  3 ! st  March.  1955)  ..  ..  £803/2/1 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (at  31st  December, 

1955)  .  .  .  .  .  £816 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Although  parts  of  the  Tividale  and  Rowley  Regis  Wards  are  agri¬ 
cultural  in  character,  the  district  is  essentially  an  industrial  one.  The 
manufacture  of  iron  goods,  such  as  nails,  rivets,  tubes,  shovels,  chains 
and  anchors,  holloware,  electrical  fittings,  being  amongst  the  chief 
industries.  A  hard  basaltic  rock  known  as  “  Rowley  Rag  ”  is  quarried 
from  the  hills  and  is  largely  used  for  paving  and  channelling  purposes. 
There  is  no  coal  mining  done  in  the  district  now,  though  the  presence 
of  pit  mounds  and  disused  pit  shafts  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
coal  mining  was  once  an  important  industry  in  the  Borough. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  . 

278 

302 

580 

Illegitimate 

.  . 

5 

16 

21 

Totals 

283 

318 

601 

*  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  .  12.23 

STILLBIRTHS:  Male  9  Female  5.  Total:  14. 

Rate  per  1,000  population  .. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
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0.28 

22.76 


DEATHS: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

272 

212 

484 

*  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

.  . 

9.85 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

.  . 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  .  . 

.  . 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 
All  Infants:  17.  Legitimate,  16; 

Illegitimate  1 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1.000  live 

births 

28.28 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per 
live  births 

1,000  legitimate 

27.58 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per 
live  births 

1,000  illegitimate 

47.61 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : 
All  infants:  13.  Legitimate  12; 

Illegitimate  1 

*  It  will  be  apparent  that  the  Birth  and  Death  Rate  of  any  area  is 
bound  to  be  influenced  by  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  so  that  in  order  that  truer  comparisons  can  be  made  between 
one  area  and  another  the  actual  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  multiplied 
by  a  number  called  the  “  comparability  factor  ”  the  result  being 
known  as  the  Corrected  Birth  or  Death  Rate.  These  “  Comparability 
Factors  "  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  and  are  based  on  the 
age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  as  shown  by  the  census. 
For  Rowley  Regis  they  are  as  follows:  Comparability  Factor  for 
births  0.95  and  for  deaths  1.28,  and  the  corrected  Birth  Rate  is 
1  1.6185  per  1,000  population,  and  the  corrected  Death  Rate  is  12.608 
per  1.000  population. 

Deaths  from  :  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Diphtheria 

Meningococcal  infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — - 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


BIRTHS 

The  total  live  births  accredited  to  Rowley  Regis  during  the  year 
under  review  was  601,  a  decrease  of  15  on  the  preceding  year.  The  birth 
rate  for  the  area  was  12.23  which  figure  is  lower  than  that  for  the 
whole  of  the  country  (viz.  15.0).  Of  these  601  births,  21  were  illegiti¬ 
mate  (5  male  and  16  female). 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES 
OF  DEATH  IN  THIS  AREA 


Cause  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

Total 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

•  - 

272 

2  ]  2 

484 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease  .  . 

1 

1 

9 

X. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections  .  .  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  .  . 

10 

10 

20 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  bronchus  .  . 

22 

1 

23 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

7 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

19 

2  2 

41 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

i 

2 

Diabetes 

l 

2 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

28 

40 

68 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

35 

13 

48 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

12 

9 

21 

Other  Heart  Disease 

43 

46 

89 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  . 

6 

3 

9 

influenza 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

11 

14 

25 

Bronchitis 

28 

10 

38 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

-T 

/ 

1 

8 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

1 

6 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  . 

5 

— 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

9 

9 

x* 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  . 

16 

17 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .  . 

6 

1 

7 

All  other  accidents 

5 

1 

6 

Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

GENERAL  REMARKS  ON 

THE  DEATH  RATE 

484  deaths  were  recorded  in  Rowley  Regis 

in  1955. 

The  general 

death  rate  showed  an  increase,  viz.. 

9.85  as  compared 

with 

8.57  in 

1954.  The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attributable  to  the  following 
causes :  — 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 

158 

Cancer 

.  . 

.  . 

95 

Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

71 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System 

68 
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ABNORMAL  SICKNESS  OR  MORTALITY 


There  has  been  no  unusual  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
nor  have  the  occupations  or  environment  of  the  district  had  any 
demonstrably  detrimental  effect  upon  the  public  health. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Faci I i tics . 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of  clinical  material, 
water,  milk  and  foodstuffs,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  Lt.  Colonel  R.  M.  Phease, 
Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Chemical  Laboratory 
under  the  direction  of  A.  Houlbrooke,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.R.LC.,  County 
Analyst. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ambulances  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the  transport 
of  infectious  and  non-infectious  cases.  The  service  is  free  and  available 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

There  are  no  hospitals  sited  in  the  Borough  so  that  the  inhabitants 
have  to  use  those  situated  in  neighbouring  areas.  The  chief  ones  are  the 
Corbett  Hospital,  Stourbridge,  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  and  the 
City  of  Birmingham  Hospitals. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  are  admitted  to  the  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  Wednesbury.  No 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  removing  cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  care  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  the  responsibility  of 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Clinics  are  held  daily  at  Parsons 
Street,  Dudley.  Sanatoria  are  situated  at  Groundslow,  Prestwood,  Kin- 
ver  and  Himley. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

School  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc.,  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  held  at  Mace  Street  Clinic, 
Carlyle  Road  Clinic  and  Public  Offices,  Tividale. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

(a)  Maternal  Mortality.  No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during 
the  year. 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality.  17  deaths  were  registered  in  children 
under  1  year  of  which  13  occurred  under  the  age  of  4  weeks.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  28.28  was  higher  than  the  figure  for  1954, 
which  was  21.10. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  were  1,00!  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1955 
as  compared  with  166  in  1954.  The  following  table  shows  the  actual 
number  of  cases  of  the  various  types  of  diseases  which  were  notified 
during  the  year  together  with  the  number  after  correction.  By  reference 
to  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  Measles. 


Disease 

Number 

notified 

Number 

after 

correction 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

22 

22 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis :  — 

41 

41 

Paralytic  .  . 

1 

1 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

— 

Measles 

903 

903 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis :  — 

2 

i 

1ml 

Respiratory 

27 

27 

Non-Respiratory 

1 

JL 

1 

Total 

1001 

1001 

SCARLET  FEVER.  There  were  22  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year  as  compared  with  28  cases  in  1954.  Four  cases 
were  removed  to  Hospital,  the  remainder  being  treated  at  home.  The 
disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Cases  are  only 
removed  to  Hospital  if  they  cannot  be  properly  treated  at  home,  or  if 
there  are  reasons  in  the  Public  interest  why  they  should  be  isolated  in 
Hospital. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  There  were  41  cases  of  whooping  cough 
notified  (69  in  1954)  3  of  which  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  there 
were  no  deaths. 


POLIOMYELITIS.  There  was  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 


MEASLES.  There  were  903  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  10  cases  in  1954  and  all  but  4  of  these  were 
treated  at  home.  There  were  no  deaths. 


DIPHTHERIA.  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the 
year.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  low  incidence  is  the  result  of  the 
vigorous  immunisation  that  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during 
the  past  10  years  together  with  the  number  of  deaths.  I  might  add  that 
no  immunised  child  has  died  in  Rowley  Regis  from  this  disease. 


Year 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

— 

1951 

— 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Number  of 
cases  notified 

57 

20 

18 

8 

6 

2 

2 

3 

1 

— 

Number  of 
cases  died 

1 

— 

3 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  This  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  either  by  their  medical  officers  or  by  arrangements  with 
general  medical  practitioners.  The  following  statistics  with  reference  to 
immunisation  in  this  Borough  have  been  supplied  by  Dr.  W.  A. 
McLennan,  Area  Medical  Officer. 

Tabic  A. 

No.  of  children  living  in  the  Borough  who  received  injections 
during  the  year  ended  3  I  st  December,  1955:  1,104. 

Tabic  B. 

Children  of  School  age  in  the  Borough,  who  have  completed  the 
Immunisation  Course  of  Injections,  i.e.,  children  born  1941-1950 
(years  inclusive) : 

Total  live  births  Number  immunised  %  of  children 
1941-1950  immunised 

(years  inclusive) 

8,768  7,126  81.25% 


II 


Table  C. 

No.  of  children  born  in  1955,  i.e.,  children  under  1  year: 

Total  Births  No.  immunised  at  Percentage 

31.12.1955  Immunised 

597  74  9% 

Children  born  1951-1954,  i.e.,  aged  1-4  years: 

Total  Births  No.  immunised  at 

31.12.1955 

2,612  1,750 

Table  D. 

Comprehensive  figures  for  all  children  under  5  years  at  31st 
December,  1955: 

Total  in  Borough  No.  immunised  at  Percentage 

31.12.1955  Immunised 

3,209  1,824  60% 


TUBERCULOSIS.  There  were  27  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  1  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  40  and  3  during  1954.  There  were  3  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (6  in  1954)  and  no  deaths  from  Non-Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis.  The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and 
deaths  in  the  various  age  groups. 


Percentage 

Immunised 

67% 


Age 

periods 

years 


New  cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1 

6 

3 

8 

1 

6 

I 

i 

— 

-> 

1 

— 

— 

18 

9 

3 

1 

— 

— 

0 — 5 
5—14 
15—24 
25—44 
45—64 
65  &  over 


Total 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

During  May,  two  Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Surveys  were  carried 
out  in  the  Borough.  One  at  Blackheath  between  May  2nd  and  May 
9th  and  one  at  Old  Hill  between  May  9th  and  May  16th.  The  surveys 
were  publicised  by  Press  Notices,  handbills,  posters,  cinema  slides,  etc. 


1.449  people  in  the  Blackheath  area  submitted  themselves  for  X-ray 
examination  and  of  these.  43  were  recalled  for  a  large  film  X-ray 
examination.  There  were  brought  to  light,  4  cases  of  presumed  active 
tuberculosis,  6  inactive  cases  of  which  2  were  considered  sufficiently 
significant  to  be  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician  for  his  attention.  In 
addition,  22  cases  of  non-tuberculosis  disease  appeared. 

In  the  Old  Hill  area,  the  response  was  better  than  at  Blackheath 
and  nearly  2,400  people  were  X-rayed  and  of  these  118  were  recalled 
for  large  film  X-ray.  There  were  brought  to  light  3  cases  of  presumed 
active  tuberculosis,  20  presumed  inactive  cases,  4  of  which  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Chest  Physician  for  his  assessment,  in  addition  44  cases 
of  non-tuberculosis  disease  were  discovered.  I  feel  that  the  poor  res¬ 
ponse  at  Blackheath  was  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  unsuitability 
of  the  premises  used  for  the  Survey  (the  old  Civic  Restaurant)..  1  had 
hoped  that  a  room  at  the  Britannia  Road  Schools  could  have  been 
made  available  but  there  were  none  vacant.  It  will  probably  pay  to 
hold  any  future  surveys  during  school  holiday  periods  so  that  school 
premises  could  be  made  available. 

Home  visiting  of  these  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 
Health  Visitors  and  copies  of  their  reports  are  supplied  to  me. 

Information  as  to  any  sanitary  defect  or  over-crowding  is  con¬ 
tained  in  these  reports  which  enables  us  to  take  any  necessary  action 
to  abate  them.  Cases  of  overcrowding  are  reported  through  to  the 
Housing  Department  with  a  recommendation  re  re-housing  and  where- 
ever  possible  the  Housing  Committee  have  granted  the  tenancy  of  a 
council  house.  Close  and  effective  co-operation  exists  between  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  Housing  Department. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hos¬ 
pitals  during  the  year. 


Name  of  Institution 

Number  of 
admissions 

Number  of 
discharges 

Prestwood  Sanatorium 

1 1 

13 

Groundslow  Sanatorium 

5 

5 

The  Limes,  Himley  .  . 

I 

2 

Newcastle  Isolation  Hospital  .  . 

1 

— 

St.  Wulstan's  Hospital.  Malvern 

3 

4 

Edge  View,  Kinver 

Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium, 

4 

2 

Market  Drayton,  Salop  .  . 

1 

1 

SCABIES.  There  has  been  no  case  of  scabies  treated  during  the 
year,  but  facilities  are  available  if  needed. 
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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Rowley  Regis 


Mr.  M  ayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

1  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  my  Second 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1955,  and  in  respect  of  Cleansing  and 
Refuse  Disposal  for  the  financial  year  ended  March  31st,  1955. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  steady  progress  in  each  of  the  responsibili¬ 
ties  administered  by  the  Department  although  there  is  no  room  for 
complacency.  New  legislation  although  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  is 
in  many  respects  but  a  short  step  and  much  has  to  be  done,  and  is  done, 
by  persuasion  and  constant  contact  with  owners,  factory  management 
and  the  like. 

The  Survey  required  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 
was  completed  on  schedule  in  spite  of  many  obstacles  and  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  task,  and  substantial  progress  can  be  reported  on  the  pre¬ 
paratory  work  for  the  first  year,  although  Meat  Inspection  still  accounts 
for  much  of  the  time  of  Technical  Staff. 

In  the  field  of  Smoke  Abatement  co-operation  is  now  being  ex¬ 
perienced  from  Industry  as  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  report  but 
the  eagerly  anticipated  legislation,  the  Clean  Air  Bill,  appears  to  be 
causing  some  controversy,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  resultant 
Act  will  at  least  bear  some  resemblance  to  the  suggestions,  aims  and 
ideals  which  were  incorporated  in  its  original  conception. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  will  at  least  provide  material  for 
litigation.  Have  we  seen  the  last  of  the  “  kettle  on  the  gas  ring"  type 
of  hot  water  supply?— it  appears  doubtful;  and  what  is  “immediate 
consumption,"  such  a  simple  phrase,  yet  without  legal  definition  sub¬ 
ject  to  various  interpretations.  In  spite  of  it  all,  the  result  should  be 
an  improvement  in  our  various  food  premises  if  we  can  afford  suffi¬ 
cient  time  to  give  adequate  supervision  in  an  attempt  to  combat  the 
human  element.  Apparatus  without  the  will  to  use  it  as  it  should  be 
used  is  bound  to  prove  useless. 

Discontinuance  of  the  only  offensive  trade  in  the  district  at  the 
end  of  the  year  resulted  in  the  loss  of  our  market  for  waste  food  and 
accordingly  the  service  ceased  on  the  31st  December,  1955. 

A  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  has  been  maintained  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  holiday  periods  and  occasional  sickness 
resulting  in  some  delay  which  has  been  overcome  very  rapidly  on 
returning  to  normal  working.  Christmas  holiday  periods  usually  prove 
to  be  the  testing  time,  and  on  this  occasion  the  weekly  service  was  again 
in  operation  within  three  weeks.  An  unhappy  experience  was  a  serious 
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accident  involving  one  of  the  vehicles  and  resulting  in  the  driver  losing 
his  leg. 

The  fore  and  aft  diesel  powered  vehicle  is  proving  an  asset  to  the 
Service,  and  in  spite  of  the  comparatively  low  annual  mileage  it  is 
now  apparent  that  a  small  saving  will  be  made  as  against  a  similar 
petrol  driven  machine. 

The  refuse  tip  will  accommodate  approximately  another  three 
years’  waste,  when  two  widely  separated  sites  will  be  put  into  commis¬ 
sion,  necessitating  another  muledozer,  and  a  Central  Depot.  The  Coun¬ 
cil  will  be  well  advised  to  consider  their  policy  in  respect  of  this  depot 
although  in  view  of  the  present  economic  circumstances  the  position 
will  be  fraught  with  difficulties.  The  present  depot  is  dilapidated  and 
has  insufficient  garage  space,  and  in  view  of  its  condition  only  essential 
works  of  maintenance  are  considered. 

I  would  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  support  and  encouragement  during  the  year,  to  the  Medical 
Officer  and  Officials  of  the  Council  for  help  and  co-operation  and  to 
members  of  my  own  Staff  and  workmen  for  making  a  report  such  as 
this  possible. 


f  am, 

iVlr.  Mayor.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  T.  HARRISON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


16 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


(i)  The  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  and  is  satisfactory  in  both  (a)  quantity  and  (b)  quality. 

This  water  is  supplied  to  the  Company  in  bulk  from  Birming¬ 
ham,  where  the  principal  source  of  supply  is  obtained  from  the 
gathering  ground  of  the  rivers  Elan  and  Claerwen  in  mid-Wales. 


(ii)  There  is  a  piped  water  supply  throughout  the  district,  except  as 
follows: — 

117-118,  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath. 

Bishton,  Oakham  Fields,  Oakham. 

House  occupied  by  Jones,  Yew  Tree  Lane,  Blackheath. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department: — 

Tap  in  house  1  1 8,  Corngreaves  Chemical  (1)  Satisfactory 

Shallow  well  Road  Bacteriological  (I)  Satisfactory 

Bucket  Jones,  Yew  Tree  Chemical  (1)  Satisfactory 

Shallow  well  Lane  Bacteriological  (2)  Unsatisfactory 

Pump  (1)  Satisfactory 

(iii)  The  water  is  not  of  an  acidic  nature;  and 

(iv)  no  action  for  contamination  was  necessary. 


(v)  The  Public  water  mains  supply  direct,  is  as  follows: 

(a)  Houses  ..  ..  14,573  (Decmber  1955) 

(b)  Population  ..  49,120  (1955)  (est.  June) 

By  means  of  standpipes: 

(a)  No.  of  standpipes  ..  ..  19 

(b)  No.  of  houses  supplied  .  .  47 

All  the  standpipes  are  in  close  proximity  to  the  houses  which  are 
scheduled  as  unfit,  and  are  being  dealt  with. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

Haclen  Hill  Park 

14  Lovibond  Comparator  tests  were  made  as  follows:  — 

Satisfactory  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Unsatisfactory  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

This  bath  is  of  the  “  fill  and  empty  "  type  and  was  used  extensively 
by  children  during  the  hot  weather.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were 
taken  during  the  early  part  of  the  warm  period  and  after  carefully 
regulating  the  treatment  all  further  samples  proved  satisfactory.  Never¬ 
theless  the  lack  of  mechanical  purification  is  to  be  deplored — too  much 
reliance  has  to  be  placed  on  the  human  element  and  any  failure  could 
prove  serious. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  greater  part  of  the  sewage  passes  down  the  Upper  Stour  Valley 
Main  Sewage  Board's  sewers,  and  is  dealt  with  on  the  land  irrigation 
principle  at  Whittington,  near  Stourbridge,  the  effluent  being  discharged 
into  the  River  Stour. 

There  is  also  a  Bacteriological  system  of  sewage  disposal  at  Tivi- 
date,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  a  tributary  of  the  Tame. 

New  drainage  work  under  the  Local  Building  Byelaws  is  super¬ 
vised  by  the  Building  Surveyor,  but  general  repair  work,  in  compliance 
with  notices  served  is  done  through  the  Sanitary  Department. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  in  compliance  with 
notices  served :  — 


No.  of  yards  of  new  drainage  laid  . 
New  gullies  fixed 
New  interceptors  fixed 
New  ventilation  pipes  fixed  .  . 

New  inspection  chambers  and  covers 
No.  of  drains  unstopped  by  Council  . 
Drains  tested 

Additional  W.C.'s  provided  .  . 

New  bathrooms  provided 


28 

4 


234 

35 

11 

3 


All  the  new  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for 
scrutiny  which  is  particularly  helpful  for  both  departments. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 
No  new  pollution  was  reported  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 

There  are  thirty-three  cesspools  within  the  Borough  and  these  are 
emptied  regularly  by  a  gully  emptier  from  the  Surveyor's  Department. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Tipping  is  strictly  controlled — covering  material  includes  foundry 
sand  and  soil,  and  the  former  has  been  found  particularly  suitable  as  a 
deterrent  to  insect  infestation.  A  muledozer  is  employed  on  the  tip  and 
it  has  not  yet  been  necessary  to  utilise  the  new  tip  at  Tividale. 

A  weekly  service  has  been  maintained  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  and  delay  due  to  holidays  and  inclement  weather  has  rapidly  been 
regained  and  the  weekly  service  continued.  Much  of  the  smooth  run¬ 
ning  of  the  department  can  be  attributed  to  the  successful  operation 
of  an  adequate  bonus  scheme  on  bin  collections. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  STATISTICS 


The  number  of  bins  and  pails  in  the 
Borough  on  31st  December,  1955 


The  total  number  of  trade  refuse 
bins  collected  during  the  year  and 


Round 

Bins 

Pails 

charged  for  at  the  rate  of  sixpence 
each. 

1 

3,277 

_ 

2,268 

2 

2,891 

12 

2,139 

3 

3,150 

964 

4 

3,098 

28 

616 

5 

3,072 

18 

596 

Totals  .  . 

15,488 

60 

6,583 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (statute  acres) 

Population 

Total  Refuse  collected  (Tons)  Actual 

Weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 
(365  days  to  year) 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 
collected 

Premises  from  which  daily  collection  is  made 

Average  haul  (miles)  by  collection  vehicle  to 
disposal  point  (single  journey) 

Total  Refuse  disposed  of  .  . 

Methods  of  disposal  (salvage  excluded):  — 
Controlled  tipping 


1954-55 

3,793 

49,120 

13,096 


14-60 


15,481 


-4 


15,621  tons 


100% 


Method  of  collection  :  5  Mechanical  Vehicles 


No.  of  Employees:  — 

Collection  :  20.  Disposal 

Salvage  and  Trade  Refuse, 
income  and  tonnage  :  — 

Salvage : 

(a)  Raw  kitchen  waste 

(b)  Scrap  metal 

(c)  Waste  paper 

(d)  Other  salvage 

(e)  Totals 
Trade  Refuse 


.Foreman:  1. 
Analysis  of 


Income 

Tonnage  collected 

1954-55 

1954-55 

£ 

Tons  Cwts. 

1,189 

380  0 

10 

2  5 

1,819 

268  0 

3,018 

650  5 

£250 

170  tons 

COST  STATEMENT 


Item  Particulars 

1954-55 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1.  GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

(i)  Labour 

10,245 

323 

10,568 

(ii)  Transport 

5,866 

167 

6,033 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land  and 

buildings 

1,625 

220 

1,845 

(iv)  Other  items 

555 

55 

610 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

18,291 

765 

19,056 

2.  GROSS  INCOME  (including  £NJL 

received  from  other  local  authorities) 

1,356 

1,912 

3,268 

3.  NET  COST . 

16,935 

Cr.  1,147 

15,788 

4.  Capital  expenditure  met  from  revenue 

(including  above) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

UNIT  COSTS 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5.  Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only  .  . 

15  8 

5 

16  1  • 

6.  Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only  .  . 

8  1 1 

3 

9  2 

7.  Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton  .  . 

25  1  1 

Cr.  1  6 

24  5 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8.  Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

345 

Cr.  23 

9.  Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1,094 

Cr.  74 

1,020 

PROVISION  OF  DUSTBINS 


Under  the  scheme,  dustbins  are  renewed  as  a  rate  charge  and  bins 
to  new  houses,  including  new  Corporation  Houses,  are  charged  for. 


No.  of  bins  renewed 
Bins  provided  to  New  Corpora¬ 
tion  Houses 

Nett  cost  as  a  Charge  on  the  Rates 
Equivalent  to  a  Rate  Charge  of 


1954-55 

1.154 

55 

£1,329/15/6 

1.69d. 


1955-56 

2,450 

90 

£3,442/17/5 

4.28d. 


STREET  CLEANSING 


OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

1954-55 


Mileage  of  streets  cleansed 

Frequency  of  cleansing: 

58.70 

(a) 

At  least  once  daily 

6.5% 

(b) 

Three  to  five  times  weekly 

8.5% 

(c) 

Twice  weekly 

7.8% 

(d) 

Once  weekly 

51.6% 

(e) 

Less  than  once  weekly  .  . 

25.6% 

Percentage  of  street  cleansing  done  by 

mechanical  means 

32  % 

20 


COST  STATEMENT 


Particulars 

1954-55 

Street  Sweeping 
and  W atering 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

£ 

(i)  Labour 

3,468 

(ii)  Transport  .  . 

2,679 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  buildings,  etc. 

— 

( i v>  Other  items 

30 

GROSS  INCOME  (excluding  re-imburse- 
ments  from  Ministry  of  Transport  and 

the  County  Council) 

— 

NET  COST  . 

6,177 

UNIT  COSTS 

s.  d. 

Net  cost  per  street  mile  cleansed 

29  10 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  .. 

X 

126 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  seven  public  conveniences  have  been  well  maintained  and 
cleansed  throughout  the  year,  the  only  complaints  being  of  noisy  youths 
in  the  Blackheath  underground  convenience  and  crossing.  Malicious 
damage  was  encountered  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  the 
employment  of  an  extra  patrol. 


COSTS  FOR  1954-55 


Labour 
Maintenance 
Light  and  Water 
Transport 
Loan  Charges  .  . 


£ 

734 

139 

170 

207 

510 


Total  ..  £1,760 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

A.— THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955 

HOUSES 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  .  .  .  .  61 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  .  .  .  .  .  .  359 

HOUSES  INSPECTED  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS  ..  88 

REVISITS  to  houses  for  work  in  progress  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,765 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  inspected  during  the 
year  1955 


508 


SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  PREMISES  AND  INSPECTIONS 


Nature 

No.  of  premises 

No.  of 

inspections  made 

Shops  visited  for  offences 
Shops  Act 

under 

935 

47 

Drains 

— 

577 

Pail  Closets  .  . 

33 

2 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 

7 

126 

Slaughterhouses 

16 

3,494 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

6 

Foodstores 

518 

1,507 

Stables  and  Animals 

— - 

13 

Piggeries 

— 

27 

Factories 

395 

353 

Bakehouses  .  . 

14 

64 

Licensed  Premises  .  . 

122 

84 

Van  Dwellings 

— - 

183 

Carbide  Stores 

6 

6 

Petroleum  Stores  .  . 

126 

167 

Smoke 

— 

91 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

4 

202 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

12 

7 

Infectious  Diseases 

— 

58 

Pet  Animals  Act 

6 

6 

Cinemas 

4 

35 

Rag  Flock  Act 

4 

6 

Wells  and  water  supplies  .  . 

3  wells 

12 

Watercourses 

— - 

34 

Ice-cream  stores 

154 

86 

Canteens,  Cafes  &  Restaurants  .  . 

74 

130 

Cellulose  Stores 

12 

24 

Street  Cleansing 

— 

640 

Water  and  sewage  in  cellars 

— 

31 

Refuse  Tips  .  . 

16 

181 

Mortuaries  .  . 

1 

57 

Survey  under  Housing  Acts 

— 

1,993 

Persons  in  need  of  care  and 
tion 

atten- 

4 

14 

Accumulations 

— 

31 

Miscellaneous 

537 

INTERVIEWS  WITH  OWNERS,  BUILDERS,  ETC.  —  1,031 


COMPLAINTS 


Total  Number  of  Complaints  Received  during  1955  —  626 


No.  of  defects  Total 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

discovered  during  1955  defects  informal  formal  defects 

found  action  action  remedied 


The  number  of  defects  remedied  may  be  shown  more  than  those  in 
“  No.  of  Defects  Found  ”  column.  This  is  owing  to  the  carry  over  from 
the  previous  year. 


DWELLING  HOUSES: 

Roofs 

Chimneys 

Brickwork  and  pointing  .  . 

Spouting  and  fallpipes 

Floor  &  under  floor  ventilation 

Dampness 

Ceiling  plaster 

Wall  plaster  &  skirtings 

Doors  and  steps 

Fireplaces  and  flues 

Windows,  fasteners  and  cords 

Staircases,  handrails,  etc.  .  . 

Dirty  living  rooms 

Dirty  bedrooms 

Dirty  staircases 

Dirty  pantries  and  cellars  .  . 

Dirty  beddings  and  persons 

External  and  Internal  painting 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation 

Insufficient  washing  facilities 

Accumulations 

Yard  paving 

Dilapidated  outbuildings  .  . 

Hot  water  systems 
Particulars  in  Rent  Book  .  . 
Flooded  cellars 
Verandah  Roofs 
Coalhouse  Roofs 
Facilities  for  storing  coal  .  . 
Bathroom  accommodation 

WASHHOUSES: 

Roofs 

Chimneys 

Brickwork  and  pointing  .  . 
Floors 

Doors  and  steps 


105 

141 

3 

144 

26 

43 

2 

45 

35 

34 

2 

36 

59 

76 

4 

80 

31 

27 

2 

29 

24 

30 

3 

33 

59 

59 

1 

60 

78 

69 

4 

73 

24 

17 

1 

18 

13 

1  1 

1 

12 

122 

82 

7 

89 

6 

2 

— 

2 

Amt 

13 

12 

1 

13 

16 

11 

2 

13 

4 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

4 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

13 

— 

13 

13 

3 

1 

4 

1 

5 

— 

5 

14 

17 

— 

17 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

3 

— 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

5 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

4 

— 

4 

59 

69 

12 

81 

2 

7 

— 

7 

14 

31 

4 

35 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

4 

— 

4 

23 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1955 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Boiler  and  brickwork 

7 

5 

— 

5 

Fireplaces  and  flues 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Windows,  fasteners  and  cords 

2 

9 

— 

9 

Ceilings 

3 

8 

— - 

8 

Spouting  and  fallpipes 

5 

3 

1 

4 

Insanitary  sinks 

1 

4 

— 

4 

Sink  waste  pipes 

7 

9 

— - 

9 

Insufficient  water  supply  and  burst 
service  pipes  . . 

16 

16 

16 

Dirty  washhouses  .  . 

6 

3 

— 

3 

WATER  CLOSETS  AND  DRAIN  AGE  (HOUSES) : 
Roofs  .  22  39 

1 

40 

Brickwork  and  pointing 

9 

13 

2 

15 

Floors 

4 

11 

— 

11 

Doors  and  steps 

9 

11 

1 

12 

Spouting  and  fallpipes 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Flushing  apparatus 

27 

29 

1 

30 

Pans  and  joints 

35 

42 

— 

42 

Seats 

12 

8 

— 

8 

Drainage 

14 

20 

— 

20 

Soil  and  vent,  pipes 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Chambers  and  covers 

1 1 

10 

— - 

10 

Pails 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Obstructed  W.C.'s  and  drains 

32 

18 

12 

30 

Dirty  W.C.'s 

0 

9 

— 

9 

Insufficient  water  closets  .  . 

10 

11 

— 

11 

Water  supply  and  burst  service 
pipes 

36 

60 

60 

Light  ventilation  &  screening  walls 

10 

6 

— 

6 

FACTORIES: 

Chimneys 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Walls  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Spouting  and  fallpipes 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Accumulations 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Fire  Escape  Requirements 

16 

17 

— 

17 

Dust  and  smoke  nuisance  .  . 

15 

13 

— 

13 

W.C.'s  AND  DRAINAGE: 

Roofs 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Walls  . 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Doors 

5 

10 

— 

10 

Spouting 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Pans 

— • 

2 

- - 

2 
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No.  of  defects  Total 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

discovered  during  1955  defects  informal  formal  defects 

found  action  action  remedied 


Seats 

Chambers  and  covers 
Burst  service  pipes  and  insufficient 
water  supply 
Dirty  W.C.'s 
Dirty  Urinals 

Insufficient  Urinal  accommodation 
Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 
Insufficient  drainage 
Insufficient  screening 
Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  .  . 
Not  marked  Males  and  Females  .  . 
No  intervening  ventilated  space  .  . 
No  separate  approach 

FOODSTORES: 

Roofs 

Walls  . 

Dilapidated  outbuildings 
Spouts  and  fallpipes 
Floors 

Doors  and  steps 

Windows,  fasteners  and  cords 

Ceilings 

Wall  plaster 

Dampness 

Dirty  foodrooms,  shops  or  stores 
Dirty  rest  rooms,  etc. 

Dirty  fittings  and  utensils 
Dirty  water  closets 
Accumulations 

Internal  and  External  painting  .  . 
Insufficient  water  closets 
Insufficient  drainage 
Flooded  cellars 

Insufficient  water  supply,  burst 
pipes 

Insufficient  washing  facilities 
Insufficient  hot  water 
Insufficient  protection  from  dust, 
etc. 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  .  . 
Insufficient  refuse  storage  facilities 


6 

8 

— 

8 

1 

1 

— 

i 

5 

9 

— 

9 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

n 

2 

— 

2 

o 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

6 

— 

6 

2? 

5 

— 

5 

7 

5 

— 

5 

2 

2 

— 

2 

18 

8 

— 

8 

16 

7 

— 

7 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

33 

15 

— 

15 

6 

2 

— 

2 

o 

J> 

2 

58 

35 

— 

35 

53 

21 

— 

21 

9 

2 

— 

2 

jL* 

208 

118 

— 

118 

5 

— 

— 

— 

31 

28 

— 

28 

30 

20 

— 

20 

58 

34 

— 

34 

89 

77 

— 

77 

1 

— 

— 

— 

-y 

1 

— 

1 

j 

— 

- - 

5 

2 

— 

2 

32 

13 

— 

13 

16 

5 

— 

5 

6 

1 

— 

1 

20 

16 

— 

16 
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No.  of  defects  Total 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

discovered  during  1955  defects  informal  formal  defects 

found  action  action  remedied 


Nuisance  from  burning  refuse  .  .  1 

Wash  Hands  Notices  .  .  .  .  14 

Contraventions  of  Shops  Act  .  .  1 

BAKEHOUSES: 

Walls  .  1 

Spouts  and  fallpipes  .  .  .  .  1 

Floors  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Ceilings  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  5 

Dirty  bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Dirty  storerooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Dirty  fittings  and  utensils  .  .  .  .  5 

Accumulations  .  .  .  .  . .  9 

Internal  and  External  painting  .  .  5 

Insufficient  water  closets 
Insufficient  drainage 
Insufficient  water  supply 
Insufficient  washing  facilities 


Insufficient  protection  from  dust, 
etc. 


1 

5 

1 


1 

4 

1 

4 


1 

1 

1 

1 


CANTEENS,  RESTAURANTS  AND 
Windows,  fasteners  and  cords  .  . 
Ceilings 

Dirty  canteens,  etc. 

Dirty  storerooms 
Dirty  kitchens 
Dirty  fittings  and  utensils 
Dirty  water  closets 
Dirty  Urinals 
Accumulations 

Internal  and  External  painting  .  . 
Insufficient  washing  facilities 
Insufficient  or  no  hot  water 
Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  .  . 
Notice  re  hand  washing 


CAFES: 

1 

1 

17 

9 

24 

6 

16 

3 

3 

6 

5 

1 


5 

4 

10 

4 


2 

6 

3 

1 


i 


3 


LICENSED  PREMISES: 

Roofs 

Walls  . 

Spouts  and  fallpipes 
Floors 

Windows,  fasteners  and  cords 
Wall  plaster 
Dampness  ,  .  ,  . 


3 
2 
5 

4 
4 


2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

13 


1 

5 

1 


1 

4 

1 

4 


1 

1 

1 

1 


5 

4 

10 

4 


9 

•V 

6 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 
3 
3 

13 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1955 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Dirty  public  rooms  .  . 

13 

12 

— 

12 

Dirty  kitchens 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dirty  cellars 

4 

3 

— 

3 

Dirty  water  closets  .  . 

6 

10 

— - 

10 

Dirty  Urinals 

2 

3 

— 

3 

Accumulations 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Internal  and  External  painting  .  . 

17 

17 

— 

17 

Insufficient  drainage 

I 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  water  supply 

1 

1 

— - 

1 

Insufficient  hot  water 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  refuse  storage  facilities 

3 

4 

— 

4 

PIGGERIES: 

Roofs 

1 

— - 

— - 

— 

Walls  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Floors 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dirty  piggeries  .  .  . .  . .  1 

STABLES,  ANIMALS  AND  POULTRY 

1 

1 

Walls  . 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

VAN  DWELLINGS: 

Occupying  land  without  licence  .  . 

5 

4 

— 

4 

PETROLEUM  STORES: 

Defective  pumps 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  hoses 

1 

I 

— 

1 

Defective  ventilation  pipes 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  covers  and  frames 

0 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  fire  extinguishers 

18 

5 

— 

5 

“  No  Smoking  "  notices  required  .  . 

3 

— - 

— - 

— 

CELLULOSE  STORES: 

No  fire  proof  store 

REFUSE  TIPS: 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Nuisance  from  dust 

! 

1 

— 

1 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES : 

Roofs 

3 

4 

— 

4 

Ceilings 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Floors 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  storage  bins 

7 

6 

— 

6 

Doors 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Yard  paving 

0 

— 

— 

— 

Dirty  slaughterhouses 

5 

3 

— 

3 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1955 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Dirty  lairage 

7 

2 

— 

2 

Dirty  utensils  and  fittings  .  . 

4 

2 

— 

9 

Dirty  yard  area 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

Accumulations 

5 

2 

— 

2 

Internal  and  External  painting 

6 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  drainage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Spouts  and  fallpipes 

J 

2 

— 

0 

CINEMAS  AND  THEATRES: 


Doors  not  self  closing 

3 

3 

3 

Unsuitable  storage  for  records  .  . 

1 

3  — 

1 

“  No  Smoking  "  notices 

9 

Am* 

2  _ 

9 

jL* 

Woodwork  not  fireproof 

3 

3  — 

O 

D 

Dangerous  electrical  installation  .  . 

3 

3 

3 

Defective  film  cabinet 

1 

1  — 

1 

Defective  secondary  lighting  points 

1 

1  — 

1 

No  proper  storage  for  scrap  film  .  . 

1 

1  — 

1 

Accumulations 

9 

La 

2 

2 

Guard  rails  to  balcony 

9 

Am* 

2  _ 

JmA 

9 

JmA 

Step  lights  not  fitted  with  guards  .  . 

4 

4  — 

4 

Defective  panic  bolts 

1 

1  — 

1 

Obstruction  to  exits 

2 

2  _ 

2 

Doors  not  opening  outwards 

6 

10 

10 

Damaged  and  loose  seating 

1 

1 

1 

Panic  Bolts  required 

2 

2 

9 

.M 

No  “  Push  Bar  to  Open  "  notices  .  . 

2 

2  — 

2 

Defective  fire  extinguishers 

.12 

12 

12 

Insufficient  secondary  lighting  points 

10 

11 

11 

Guards  not  fitted  to  secondary 
lighting  . 

8 

8  — 

8 

Defective  floor 

1 

1 

1 

Insecure  chairs 

3 

3 

3 

Exit  notices  required 

2 

4  — 

4 

PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION  : 

Removed  to  hospital  . .  .  .  4  4 

4 

B.— THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1955 

(Distinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal) 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1954  276 

FORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1954  ..  83 
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INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1955  .  603 

FORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955  ..  51 

1.013 

C.— THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1955  which  were 

outstanding  31st  December,  1954  ..  ..  ..  250 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1955  which  were 

served  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  399 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1955  which  were  out¬ 
standing  31st  December,  1954  ..  ..  ..  ..  83 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1955  which  were  served 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 


770 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st  December,  1955 

FORMAL .  13 

INFORMAL  .  230 


243 


HOUSING 

NUMBER  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  ..  ..  ..  14,573 

NUMBER  of  back-to-back  houses  included  above  ..  ..  40 

1 .  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  1 955  :  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  508 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  3,273 

(2)  (a)  Number  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations  .  .  .  .  88 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  .  .  .  .  870 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  86 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  . 
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2.  Remedy  of  defect  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  526 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  :  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in 

respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs 

NIL 

(2) 

Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 

after  service  of 

Formal  Notices 

NIL 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  . .  37 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  Formal  Notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13,  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  for  which  undertak¬ 
ings  were  submitted  and  accepted  by  Council  .  .  nil 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  made  fit  on  under¬ 
takings  accepted  by  the  Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act,  1953:  — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  served  under  Section  10  .  .  nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding: 

(a)  (1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  83 

(2)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  .  .  .  190 

(3)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  .  .  .  675 

(b)  (1)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  ..  ..  18 

(c)  (1)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  rehoused  during 

the  year : 

(a)  By  the  Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

(b)  Otherwise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(2)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  .  .  .  70 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  .  nil 

(e)  Temporary  overcrowding  licences  granted  .  .  .  .  nil 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1955 


Part  A. — CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses 

demolished  in  the  period 

Unfit  houses 

Other  houses 

(1)  Land  coloured  “  Pink  ” 

13 

— 

(2)  Land  coloured  “  Grey  " 

— 

— 

Number 
of  persons 
displaced 
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Part  B.— HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Section  II 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 
taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Section 
II  and  still  in  force  .. 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Closing  orders  made  under  Section  3(1) 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 
Orders  substituted  under  Section  3  (2) 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section 

10  (1)  ..  .  .  . 


Number  of 

Houses 

Persons 

displaced 

24 

76 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

REPAIRS 

Informal  Action 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during  the 
period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(6)  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16): 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


Number  of 
houses 


526 


35 

nil 


nil 

nil 


(7)  Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Houses  reconstructed,  etc.,  and  demolition  orders  revoked 
(Section  5). 


nil 


Part  C—  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 

(Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954) 


Number  of 

Position  at  End  of  Period. 

houses 

(8)  (a) 

Houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  and 
approved  for  grant  under  Section  7 

nil 

(b) 

Separate  dwellings  contained  in  (a)  above  .  . 

nil 

(c) 

Houses  licenced  for  temporary  occupation  (Section  6)  .  . 

6 

The  following  10  Individual  Unfit  Houses  have  had  Demolition 
Orders  placed  on  them  during  the  year:  — 

85  and  86,  Cherry  Orchard,  Old  Hill. 

134,  135,  136,  137  and  138,  Reddal  Hill  Road,  Old  Hill. 

73  and  74,  Newtown  Lane,  Cradley  Heath. 

122,  Station  Road,  Old  Hill. 

The  following  houses  were  Demolished  during  1955  :  — 

In  Clearance  Areas  ( Pre-War )  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

43.  44.  45  and  46,  Tippity  Green,  Rowley. 

2  and  3,  Club  Buildings,  Rowley. 

71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  76  &  77  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley 
Heath. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

46,  48,  50.  52,  54.  56  &  58,  Dudley  Road  West,  Tividale. 

51,  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57  &  58,  Lower  High  Street, 

Cradley  Heath. 

125  and  126,  Rowley  Village,  Rowley  Regis. 

45  Garratts  Lane,  Old  Hill. 

52,  53,  56,  57,  62  Foxoak  Street,  Cradley  Heath. 

Houses  Demolished  by  agreement  without  Statutory  Action  1 

1  17.  Dudley  Road  West,  Tividale. 

Total  .  .  37 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


During  the  year  1  1  additional  W.C.s  were  provided  to  houses 
which  had  no  separate  accommodation.  This  makes  a  total  of  373 
additional  W.C.s  provided  since  1945. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Articles  of  Bedding  disinfected 

.  . 

35 

Bedding  destroyed  on  request 

.  . 

7 

Disinfestation  of  Premises  for:  — 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Occupier 

Beetles  (Dwelling  houses)  .. 

— 

20 

Crickets  (Dwelling  houses)  .  . 

— 

14 

Bugs  (Dwelling  houses) 

— 

1 

Bugs  (Factory) 

— 

1 

Crickets  (Tips) 

1 

1 

Crickets  (School) 

1 

— 

2 

37 

Visits  made  concerning  the  above 

59 

Inspections  for  tenancy  allocations  of  Council 

Houses 

172 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 

(Sections  1 10  and  111) 


SECTION  110 

SECTION  111 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of  cases 

No.  of 

workers  in 

of  default  in 

instances  of 

August  list 

sending  lists 

work  in  un- 

Notices 

required  by 

to  the 

wholesome 

served 

Nature  of 

Section  1 10 

Council 

premises 

work 

U)  (c) 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel  (making, 
etc.,  cleaning  &  washing) 
Iron  and  Steel  cables  and 

3 

— 

— 

— 

chains 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Carding  of  buttons,  etc.  .  . 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

24 

— 

— 

— 

OUTWORKERS 

During  the  year  12  lists  have  been  received  containing  27  names 
covering  February  and  August. 

No  reminder  notices  were  sent  out  to  employers. 


FIRE  ESCAPE  CERTIFICATES  FOR  FACTORIES 

Five  certificates  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
MEAT  INSPECTION 

One  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of  carcases  has  been  carried  out 
at  the  fourteen  private  slaughterhouses,  and  as  the  animals  killed 
totalled  25,545  during  the  year  it  can  be  appreciated  that  much  of  the 
Inspectors  time  was  spent  on  this  service,  including  Sunday  work. 

46  slaughtermen  have  had  licences  renewed  during  the  year. 

The  following  summaries  indicate  the  numbers  and  type  of  animals 
together  with  the  diseased  conditions  encountered. 
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CA  ITLE  —  OTHER  THAN  COWS:  Parts  surrendered  with  diseases 


Other  parts 

4  Short  H.Q. 

1  Rump  and  Loin 

1  forequarter 

2  part  H.  Quarters 

2  part  forequarters 

10 

Kidneys 

CO j 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

' 

Mesentery 

1 

1 

CO 

I 

' 

! 

1 

O' 

Liver 

10 

29 

33 

CO 

C- 

<N 

1 

' 

' 

— 

r  i 

■ 

I/O 

Heart 

■ 

1 

— 

' 

1 

1 

! 

i 

I/O 

Lungs 

— 

1 

ro 

C) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

62 

. - . - 

Head  and 
Tongue 

30 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

<N 

35 

— 

Carcases 

' 

' 

1 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

Disease 

Tuberculosis  .  . 

Abscesses 

Fascioliasis 

Cirrhosis 

Hydatid  Cysts 

Pleurisy 

Pneumonia 

Bruising 

Pentastomum 

Hydronephrosis 

C.  Bovis 

Melanosis 

Haemangiomata 

Actinomycosis 

TOTALS 
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COWS  —  Parts  surrendered  with  diseases 


Other  parts 

5  short  forequarters 

1  short  H.Q. 

1  part  F.Q. 

Udders 

<N 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

I 

! 

1 

1 

1 

*> 

Kidneys 

CJ 

I 

1 

1 

■ 

' 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

1 

(N 

Mesenteries 

T? 

1 

! 

1 

1 

! 

i 

i 

! 

OO 

1 

48 

Liver 

<N 

CO 

59 

o 

CO 

r\ 

DO 

CO 

1 

— 

1 

1 

256 

Heart 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Lungs 

2 

— 

1 

1 

! 

On 

1 

r- 

<N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

152 

Head  and! 
Tongue 

O' 

1 

' 

■ 

1 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

55 

Carcases 

1 

1 

! 

1 

I 

1 

' 

• 

' 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Diseases. 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  . 

Abscesses 

Fascioliasis 

Cirrhosis 

Haemangiomata 

Hydatid  Cysts 

Fatty  Degeneration  .  . 

Emphysema  .  . 

Pleurisy  .  .  .  . 

Pneumonia 

- - 

Necrosis 

i 

Mastitis 

Actinomycosis 

c 

c 

c-1 

o 

in 

rt 

r 

V 

Q- 

Bruising 

TOTALS 
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CALVES  SHEEP 
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PIGS 


Olher  parts 

V- 

CJ 

Co 

Hi 

o> 

o 

u— 

3  belly  draft 

2  legs 

SO 

Intestines 

ri 

r  i 

— 

OC 

n 

sO 

CO 

— 

r- 

(A 

O 

"O 

5 

t*- 

r\ 

cC 

r- 

r  1 

vD 

OC 

CN 

vC 

Livers 

r  1 

Si O 

(N 

ro 

— 

cc 

o 

cl 

Tl- 

VO 

rn 

— 

224 

Hearts 

r- 

290 

— 

oc 

<N 

VO 

rn 

Tt 

— 

n 

CO 

Lungs 

cc 

i 

2187 

136 

— 

oo 

rn 

so 

ro 

— 

sO 

CO 

Cl 

Heads 
_ ; 

CO 
r  i 

— 

cc 

oc 

— 

r- 

VO 

m 

*-< 

264 

O 

cA 

Co 

CJ 

u. 

Co 

u 

r  i 

(N 

VC 

CO 

i— 

r- 

cl 

Diseases. 

Tuberculosis  .. 

Pneumonia  and 

Congestion 

Pleurisy 

Pericarditis 

Peritonitis 

Cirrhosis 

E ma c  i at io n  &  Drops y 

Co 

’>< 

a> 

U. 

r> 

Hydatid  Cysts 

Fatty  Degeneration  .  . 

CA 

<A 

CA 

CD 

CJ 

CA 

£; 

< 

Hydronephrosis 

Melanosis 

Swine  fever  .  . 

Septicaemia  .  . 

Acute  Erysipelas 

Leukaemia 

Bruising 

TOTALS 
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WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  SURRENDERED 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

BEEF 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

6 

3 

21 

Offal . 

3 

18 

2 

17 

MUTTON: 

Carcase  Meat 

2 

6 

Offal . 

6 

1 

6 

PORK: 

Carcase  Meat 

18 

1 

9 

Offal  (including  heads) 

3 

3 

1 

5 

TOTAL  . . 

9 

14 

0 

8 

UNFIT  FOODSTUFFS  OTHER  THAN  BUTCHERS’  MEAT 
SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED 

lbs. 


Tinned  fish 
,,  fruit 
,,  meat 
,,,  milk 
„  soup 
,,  vegetables 
„  tomatoes 
Mixed  pickles 
Dripping 
Live  mussels 
Sago  Pudding 


18 

370| 

767 

1231 

m 

3311 

971 

61 

16 

720 

45 


TOTAL  .  .  2,3071  lbs. 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 

1  0  2  111 


PROSECUTIONS 

There  have  been  no  prosecutions  during  the  year  but  warnings 
were  issued  in  the  following  cases  :  — 

Bottled  beer  containing  larvae  of  psychoda  fly. 

Meat  pie  alfected  by  mould  growth. 

Mushrooms  worm  eaten. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


No  principal  licences  have  been  issued. 

The  following  licences  have  been  granted: 

Supplementary,  Pasteurised 
Supplementary,  Sterilised 
Dealers  Licences,  Pasteurised 
Dealers  Licences,  Sterilised 


19 

19 

16 

159 


The  County  Council,  acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Borough,  took 
287  samples,  3  of  which  were  adulterated. 


Articles 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Almonds,  Ground 

Ale  Mild  . 

Animal  Shapes 
Bacon 

Bacon,  Smoked 

Beef  Corned 

Beef  Corned  with  Cereal 

Beef  steak  pie 

Black  pudding 

Beans,  Green  Stringless 

Boldo  Slimming  Tablets 

Butter 

Butter,  Danish 

Buttered  Brazil  Nut  Crunch  .  . 
Calsol  VI ilk 

Cheese,  White  English  Stilton 
New  Zealand  Cheddar 
Cheese  Danish  Blue  Vein 
Cheese  White  English  Cheshire 
Cheese  English  Cheshire 
Coffee  Dandelion 
Crush  Vitamin  “C”  Orange  .  . 
Cocoa 
Calcium  D 

Cherry  Cough  Linctus 
Creamy  Mints 
Cider 

Crumbs,  Golden 
Cinnamon,  Ground 
Cream,  Sterilized 
Cream  of  Tartar 
Cloves,  Ground 

Figs  . 

Fishpaste,  Crab 


5 

2 

| 


1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

_r 

1 

t 

it 

< 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

i 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

! 

I 

l 

1 

1 

1 
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Articles 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Flake  Crab  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Flour,  Self  Raising  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Forcemeat,  Parsley  Thyme  &  Lemon  1 
Ginger,  Ground  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Grape  J  uice 


Ice-cream  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  9 

Indigestion  Remedy  Tablets  . .  .  .  1 

Irish  Stew  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

10  Hour  Cold  Capsules  . .  . .  1 

Jam,  Strawberry  F.F.S.  . .  . .  2 

Juice,  Pineapple  ..  ..  ..  1 

J  uice.  Orange  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Lard  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Lemon  Cheese  . .  .  ,  . .  2 

Luncheon  Meat,  Pork  .  .  .  .  1 

Marmalade  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Marmalade,  Lemon  Jelly  .  .  .  .  ! 

Marmalade,  Orange  Jelly  Shredless.  .  2 

Margarine  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Mandarin  Oranges  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Meat,  Potted  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Milk — Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  . .  36 

Milk — Sterilised  .  .  .  .  . .  42 

Milk — T.T.  Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  38 

Milk — Channel  Islands,  Pasteurised..  18 
Milk — Channel  Islands,  T.T. 

Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Mincemeat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Mentho  Lyptus  Tablets  . .  . .  I 

Paste,  Samonaize  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Peas,  Garden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1 

Pepsi  Cola  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Phenamins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Pilchards,  Cornish  in  Tomatoes  .  .  1 

Pineapple  Crush  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Rose  Hip  Syrup  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Sausage,  Royal  Cambridge  .  .  . .  1 

Sausage,  Fancy  Pork  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


1  Contains 
not  more 
than  50% 
grape  juice 
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Articles 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Sausage,  Pork 

3 

2 

/.  Contains 
undeclared 
Sulphite  pre¬ 
servative 
equiv.  to  350 
parts  per  mil¬ 
lion  of  sulphur 
dioxide. 

2.  Contains 
undeclared 
Sulphite  pre¬ 
servative 
equiv.  to  280 
parts  per  mil¬ 
lion  of  sulphur 
dioxide. 

Sausage,  Pork  (cont.  preservative)  .  . 

9 

— 

— 

Sausage,  Tomato  (cont.  preservative) 
Sardines  in  Arachis  Oil  and 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato  Sauce 

1 

— 

— 

Salad  Cream 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon,  Potted 

1 

— 

— 

Sago 

1 

— 

— 

Semolina 

1 

— - 

— 

Sheffield  Polony 

1 

— 

— 

Spread,  Raspberry  Flavour 

1 

— 

— 

Suet,  Shredded  Beef 

3 

— 

— 

Spice,  Mixed 

2 

— 

— 

Squash.  Orange 

! 

— 

— 

Squash,  Rainbow 

1 

— 

— 

Squash,  Honey  Lemon 

1 

— 

— 

Sugar  Cane  Coffee 

1 

— 

— 

Sugar,  Tinted  Crystals 

1 

— 

— 

Stewed  Steak  and  Gravy 

2 

— 

— 

Steak,  Lean  Minced 

1 

— 

— 

Syrup  “  N  ”  Tonic 

1 

— 

— 

Solution  Hydrogen  Peroxide  B.P.  .  . 

i 

— 

— 

Tea 

4 

— 

— 

Tea — Strong  Brew 

1 

— 

— — 

Tomatoes  Peeled 

2 

— 

• — 

Tunny  Fish  Natural  Oil 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar,  Malt  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

Vitamin  “  B  "  Yeast  Tablets 

1 

— 

— 

Wine,  British  Port  Type 

1 

— 

— 

Yeast,  Extract  .  . 

1 

— 

— 
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The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
particulars  of  the  examination  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year: 

Bacteriological  Tests— 

Satisfactory  U  nsatisfactory 


Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised.. 

37 

— 

Pasteurised 

63 

— ■ 

Sterilised 

22 

— 

Biological  Tests— 

Pasteurised 

4 

Tuberculin  Tested 

— 

— - 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  was  no  outbreak  during  the  year,  only  one  isolated  case 
being  notified  and  treated.  (Type  :  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium.). 

FOOD  PREMISES 

During  the  year  every  type  of  food  preparer  and  retailer  had  his 
premises  inspected  at  least  once,  involving  a  total  of  1,871  visits  and 
unsatisfactory  conditions  were  rectified.  Nevertheless  a  more  regular 
system  of  inspection  is  desirable  and  indeed  will  be  essential  when  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  come  into  force. 

Although  the  general  standard  in  the  district  is  good,  there  remains 
room  for  improvement  in  many  directions  and  a  strengthening  of  the 
law  relating  to  food  premises  would  appear  to  be  the  most  practical 
answer,  assuming  the  Staff  is  available  to  implement  new  legislation. 

SHOPS  ACT 

Evening  and  Sunday  inspections  and  supervision  have  been  car¬ 
ried  out  continuously.  There  have  been  no  prosecutions  for  opening 
after  hours,  but  five  verbal  warnings  were  given  for  this  type  of  offence. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM,  ETC. 

The  following  licences  have  been  granted  after  inspection  of  the 
premises  and  remedy  of  unsatisfactory  conditions:  — 


Premises 

Gallons 

Petroleum  Spirit 

120 

98.930 

Petroleum  Mixtures  .  . 

2 

40 

Rubber  Solvent 

1 

1.000 

Rubber  Solution 

3 

105 

Cellulose  Paint  and  Mixtures 

12 

770 

TOTALS  . . 

138 

100.845 

Tons  Cvvts.  Qrs. 

Carbide  of  Calcium 

6 

2  2  3 

46 


PUBLJC  MORTUARY.  A  total  of  29  bodies  were  admitted 


during  the  year. 

The  cost  of  this  service  is  given  below :  £ 

Labour  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  235 

Building  Maintenance  .  .  .  .  20 

Rates  and  Loan  Charges  .  .  .  .  67 

TOTAL  .  .  322 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

A  polluted  atmosphere  has  been  accepted  as  normal  for  so  long 
in  the  Industrial  Areas,  and  Statutory  Action  has  been  so  ineffective 
that  it  is  pleasing  to  record  progress  of  any  description,  and  particularly 
so  when  it  is  coupled  with  a  growing  awareness  of  industrialists  to  their 
moral  responsibilities  to  the  Community.  This  incipient  change  of  atti¬ 
tude  has  no  doubt  been  fostered  by  the  constant  attention  given  to  them 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  the  widely  publicised  Clean  Air  Bill  and 
by  the  growing  conviction  that  money  can  be  saved  by  consuming  fuel 
in  an  efficient  manner. 

Action  during  the  year  has  resulted  in  the  following  works  being 
done  to  eliminate  or  considerably  reduce  nuisance  from  atmospheric 
pollution. 

Reheating  furnace  chimneys  raised  .  .  .  .  3 

Grinding  and  blasting  machines  changed  from 
centrifugal  arrestors  to  individual  arrestors  or 
wet  arrestors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Discontinuance  of  steam  raising  plant  in 
favour  of  electricity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Redesigned  dust  arrestors  to  granite  cracking 
plant  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Removal  of  annealing  furnaces  from  residen¬ 
tial  area  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

But  this  is  not  enough  as  is  readily  demonstrated  by  the  soot  deposit 
and  sulphur  dioxide  figures. 

Two  soot  deposit  gauges  and  two  sulphur  dioxide  installations 
are  in  operation  and  the  month  to  month  variations  are  shown  below. 
Rainfall  figures  are  included  as  a  determining  factor  in  the  soot  depo¬ 
sitions,  but  no  allowance  can  be  made  for  wind  variation  or  other 
atmospheric  disturbances. 

Total  solids  per  square  mile  show  a  considerable  decrease  on  last 
year’s  figures  in  the  case  of  Old  Hill  and  a  slight  increase  in  Black- 
heath — 17.51  tons  per  square  mile  monthly  average  for  Old  Hill  and 
14.36  for  Blackheath — not  unduly  high  for  a  district  such  as  this. 

Sulphur  dioxide  figures  again  show  the  well  marked  seasonal  varia¬ 
tion  suggesting  that  roughly  50%  is  domestic  in  origin  or  associated 
with  heating  plant,  particularly  in  view  of  the  prolonged  warm  weather 
during  the  summer  which  would  give  time  for  lack  of  domestic  pollu¬ 
tion  to  be  appreciated. 
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+  Cartridge  misplaced. 
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About  10%  of  the  sewer  manholes  were  tested  from  21st  to  25th  March,  1955 
Manholes  test  baited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  101 

Partial  Takes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 


